
I HAVE A DREAM 
 

A CNN DOCUMENTARY 
 
 August the 28th 1963 over 200,000 Americans march on Washington. They come from the north 
and the west, from the big cities in the east, from Atlanta, New Orleans and Birmingham the South. They 
come from all over to join Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. for what is being called “the greatest assembly 
for the redress of grievances” Washington has ever seen. 

 “I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. I have a dream today that one day 
this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: We hold these truths to be self evident 
that all men are created equal. When we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village and 
every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's 
children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join 
hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual: "Free at last!  Free at last!  Thank God Almighty, 
we are free at last!"” 
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 Doctor King is jailed 14 times, his house is bombed 3 times, he’s also stabbed once. Still 
throughout the sixties his eloquent and passionate pleas for justice are felt across America. He is among 
one of the first leaders to exploit the influence of television news. He attributes the power of his movement 
to those who march alongside him. “There go my people”, he says, I must hurry to catch up with them.”  
 In March of 1965, Doctor King and his followers intensify the struggle for voting rights in Selma, 
Alabama. Two weeks after a vicious police attack breaks up their nonviolent march King and 25,000 
marchers demonstrate again. 
 Slowly the repressive laws fall, new laws are passed. Doctor King turns his attention to other 
injustices like the Vietnam War and the labor problems of workers in Memphis, Tennessee. It is here in 
April 1968 that Doctor King makes a prophetic speech.  
 “A long life? But I’m not concerned about that now; I just want to do God’s will. And he’s allowed 
me to go up to the mountain. And I’ve looked over and I’ve seen the Promised Land. I may not get there 
with you. But I want you to know tonight that we as a people will get to the Promised Land! So I’m happy 
tonight, I’m not worried about anything, and I’m not fearing any man! Mine eyes have seen the glory of 
the coming of the Lord!” 
 The next day, April the 4th, on the balcony outside his $13 a night hotel room, Doctor King is shot 
and killed. He’s 39 years old.  
 The assassin’s bullet that ends Doctor King’s life does not end the work being done by those in the 
civil rights movement. In another century, in another country, the writer Emile Zola wrote: “The Truth is 
on the march and nothing can stop it now.” 
 

CNN, Celebrate the Century, 2000 
 

analysis 
 

1. What is the August the 28th 1963 march all about? What does “the greatest assembly for the 
redress of grievances” refer to? 

2. Who is Martin Luther King Jr.? 
3. What is Martin Luther King’s “Dream” about? 
4. What does the word “dream” refer to? 
5. Match the following words: 

a) to be jailed  1) to be put in prison 
b) to be stabbed  2) to display public opinion through a protest march  
c) to struggle  3) to knife  
d) to demonstrate  4) to fight 
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6. What happens to Martin Luther King? Why? 
7. Is Martin Luther King successful? 
8. Why is his April 3 1968 speech in Memphis “prophetic”? 
9. In this speech, who does he compare himself to? Why? 
10.  What is the civil rights movement?  
 

GO DOWN MOSES 
 

When Israel was in Egypt’s land 
Let my people go! 
Oppressed so hard they could not stand 
Let my people go! 
 

Go down, Moses 
Way down in Egypt land 
Tell old Pharaoh: 
“Let my people go!” 
   

QUESTIONS 
 

1. What sort of song is this? 
2. Who is Moses? 
3. Who is Pharaoh?  
4. Who are God’s people?     
5. Why does Israel want to leave Egypt?  
6. Where do they want to go? 
7. Why did African-Americans write and sing this song?  
 

Isaiah 40, 3-5 
 
A voice cried out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
And every mountain and hill be made low; 
The uneven ground shall become level, 
And the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
And all the people shall see it together, 
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 
 

Holy Bible, NRSV, Catholic Edition, 1990 
 

OPPOSITION 
 

    "I say to you today my friends... so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still 
have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American Dream." (l. 1-3) 
 

 Traduire: Bien que je sois blanc, je suis quand même contre la discrimination raciale. 
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I have dream 
 
  I say to you today my friends... so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a 
dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American Dream. 
 
  I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal."15 
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 I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former 
slave-owners, will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 

 I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, 
sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. 

 I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the 
color of their skin but by the content of their character. 
      
  I have a dream today.  
             I have a dream that one day down in Alabama with its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips 
dripping with the words of interposition and nullification, one day right there in Alabama little black boys and black 
girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. 
 
             I have a dream today. 
  I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, 
the rough places will be made plains, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together.2  

 This is our hope.  This is the faith that I go back to the South with. 
 With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a Stone of hope. 

 With this faith, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of 
brotherhood. 

 With this faith, we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, 
to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. 

  
 This will be the day... This will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with new meaning, 

"My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the 
Pilgrims' pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring!"3

  
 And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. 
 And so let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire! 
 Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York! 
 Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania! 
 Let freedom ring from the snow-capped Rockies of Colorado! 
 Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California! 
 But not only that. 
 Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia! 
 Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee! 
 Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi! 
 From every mountainside, let freedom ring! 

  
 And when this happens, when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village and every 

hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men 
and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the 
old Negro spiritual: "Free at last!  Free at last!  Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!" 

 
 Martin Luther King Jr., August the 28th 1963 

 
1 extract from the American Declaration of Independence (1776). 
2 c.f. Isaiah 40, 3-5, p. 2. 
3 c.f. America by Samuel Smith, p. 4.  
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Analysis 
 

1. There are constant allusions to the past throughout the whole speech. Spot them and explain 
King’s purpose. 
2. King draws a list of the problems black people are confronted with in America today. What are 
they? 
3. Hope is present throughout the whole speech. Explain why King is optimistic for the future. 
4. King makes a constant use of symbols and images. Why?  
5. To have a stronger impact on his audience King resorts to rhetorical devices. What are they? 
6. Study the musicality of King’s speech. What can you say about it? 
 

When 
 
"And when this happens, when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, 

from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white 
men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro 
spiritual: "Free at last!  Free at last!  Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!" (l. 46-49) 
 
1. Pourquoi les trois premiers "when" sont-t-ils suivis d'un verbe au présent ? A quel temps est le verbe 
dans la proposition principale ? Quelles sont les autres propositions subordonnées qui suivent la même 
concordance des temps ? 
2. Pourquoi le quatrième "when" est-il, lui, suivi d'un verbe au "futur" (WILL + BV) ? Quelle type de 
proposition subordonnée introduit-il ici ? Quel est l'antécédent de ce "when" ? 
3. Mettez les verbes suivants à la forme qui convient. 
 
I don't know when the African-Americans really (be) ………………. respected in the US. When I (think) 

……………………..… of it, it (take) …………………….. too much time already. When I (vote) next November, I (send) 

…………………………… a clear message to Washington on that particular issue of equal rights for all Americans. If 

many people (do) ………………………. the same, things (change) ……………………….. in this country. 

America 
 
 The Reverend Samuel Smith wrote the lyrics to "America" in Amherst, Massachusetts, in February 1832, 
and it was first performed at an Independence Day celebration in Boston later that year. Then, as now it was sung to 
the tune of "God Save the King." Most Americans are familiar with the first verse, but all are worth knowing. 
 
My country 'tis of thee 
Sweet land of liberty: 
Of thee I sing. 
Land where my fathers died 
Land of the Pilgrims' pride 
From every mountainside 
Let freedom ring. 

 

My native country - thee 
Land of the noble free 
Thy name I love: 
I love thy rocks and rills 
Thy Woods and templed hills 
My heart with rapture thrills  
Like that above. 

Let music swell the breeze  
And ring from all the trees  
Sweet freedom's song.   
Let all that breathe partake  
Let mortal tongues awake  
Let rocks their silence break  
The sound prolong. 

 

Our fathers' God to thee  
Author of liberty 
To thee we sing. 
Long may our land be bright 
With freedom's holy light 
Protect us by thy might 
Great God, our King.  

Analysis 
 

1. What is the word that is the 
most frequently used in the 
song?  

2. Why? 
3. Who are the Pilgrims in line 

5? 
4. Who is the author of liberty 

and the only king 
Americans acknowledge? 

 

 


